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ESSENTIAL designer

nterior designer Pippa Paton enjoys a challenge. 
Or so it seems, given that she has a reputation 
for sympathetically and stylishly introducing 
modern living to listed buildings. This was just 

the case in this three-storey Grade II listed house, 
built of honey-coloured Cotswold stone in the 1850s 
and in need of complete renovation by her clients,  
a London family moving out to the Cotswolds. 

One of the rooms requiring the most attention 
was the kitchen. With three children on the cusp 
of teenager-dom, Pippa’s clients wanted to create a 
relaxed kitchen with a spacious dining area and room 
enough to welcome guests. So, instead of the usual 
island, Pippa designed a large dining table, complete 
with an extension so that it can seat up to 16. ‘We felt  

it was better to make a beautiful feature of the table 
and light above, rather than clog up the room by  
trying to squeeze in an island as well,’ she explains.

Faced with four sets of original sash windows, 
some complete with their shutters, but each of varying 
heights and levels, Pippa chose to introduce handleless 
cabinetry and a combination of soft, natural tones. ‘By 
keeping the furniture simple and using colours from 
one earthy palette, the mood is relaxing and serene.’

While the AGA provides the nod to country-style, 
the streamlined cabinetry introduces a modern 
element. ‘Its design adds to the crisp edge, which  
is softened by the earthy, warm colour of the grey  
stain we used on the oak,’ she explains. ‘It’s a luxe  
but comfortable mix of London and country.’ eKBB
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Kitchen
Pippa Paton plans a perfect escape to the country, combining natural 
tones, colours and textures with crisp and contemporary linear design 
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DESIGN DIRECTOR, 
PIPPA PATON DESIGN
Launched in 2005, 
Pippa Paton Design  
is a contemporary 
Cotswolds interior 
design company.  
It provides interior  
design, architecture 
and also project 
management services 
for residential projects 
in and around the 
Cotswolds. 
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PROJECT DETAILS
CABINETRY Bespoke handleless oak finished with a warm grey stain, priced to order, Pippa Paton Design AGA Three-oven electric 

with AIMS (AGA Intelligent Management System), £12,645, AGA MICROWAVE Similar, M6022 SC microwave oven, £860; COFFEE 
MACHINE CVA 6431 built-in coffee machine, £2,099, both Miele MIXER MDQ5-IS2 single lever with pull-out spray, £432, Smeg 

SINK Icerock 3350W double bowl undermounted sink, £685, Kohler WORKTOPS Cocoa Fudge 4260, priced to order, Caesarstone 

SPLASHBACK Bespoke back-painted glass, for similar try Deco Glaze DINING TABLE, CHAIRS AND BENCHES Bespoke by Pippa 

Paton Design BLINDS AND TABLE RUNNER Westbury Textiles Lino di Colori Mineral with borders in Lino di Colori Granite, all priced 

to order, Pippa Paton Design FLOOR TILES Terra Maestricht 204 V porcelain, from £61 per sq. m, Mosa PRINT Similar Campbell’s 

Soup by Andy Warhol large, £160, Art PENDANT Onos 55 Rise and fall, priced to order, Best & Lloyd WALLS Painted in Cornforth 

White Modern emulsion, £39.50 per 2.5 litres, Farrow & Ball STONE POTS For similar antique, try Brownrigg Decorative Antiques. 

HOME ON 
THE RANGE

The three-oven AGA has 
roasting, simmering and 

baking ovens side-by-side 
with an AGA module with 

ceramic hob and conventional 
and fan oven. It is built into 

the original chimney breast, 
with a splashback made  

of toughened glass,  
back-painted in a soft grey 
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FLEXIBLE DINING 
The dining table was 

designed by Pippa Paton 
and custom-made in 

teak. It is surrounded by 
chairs and benches, also 

designed by Pippa. The 
benches are a flexible 

choice, because it’s 
easy to squeeze in extra 

people if more guests 
arrive at the last minute
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How did you create 
the layout? Once 
we had decided 
to feature a large 
dining table and 

forgo an island, the rest fell into place 
quite naturally. We built the AGA into 
the original chimney breast, opening it 
up a little further to create the necessary 
height. Then, as the room isn’t very wide, 
we designed two simple, streamlined runs 
of cabinetry: one with the sink underneath 
the window, the other on the opposite  
wall with the main preparation area.  
This has some wall cabinets above to  
house the microwave and coffee machine.

Can you tell us about the design of the 
cabinetry? The handleless design creates 
a simple and modern look, but the crisp 

shape is carefully softened by the warm 
grey stain that we used to finish the oak 
and is in a similar colour as the quartz 
worktops. The combination of drawers and 
cupboards provides plenty of storage, with 
everything needed often, including milk 
in an under-counter fridge, in easy reach. 
Bulky items, such as the large fridge-freezer 
and pantry, are all housed in a walk-in 
larder through the door by the AGA. 

And the colours and materials? The 
earthy colour palette is natural and 
designed to reflect the old stone of the 
building. Texture and different hues 
add depth, while wood and earthy tones 
introduce warmth. The large Andy Warhol 
Campbell’s Soup print on the wall adds 
interest – often, one big piece is all you 
need to lift a scheme and finish the room.

Qa&

‘The Andy Warhol Campbell’s Soup print on the wall adds interest - often 
one big piece is all you need to lift a scheme and finish the room’ 

IN THE DETAIL 
The unique stone pots 
were found in an antique 
shop. Their gently aged 
surfaces add to the  
mix of interesting 
textures in the room

SET IN STONE 
Top left Worktops 
made of Caesarstone 
engineered quartz 
are durable and 
hardwearing, ideal for a 
busy family kitchen, and 
their Cocoa Fudge colour  
was chosen to tie in  
with the earthy colours 
of the cabinetry

COFFEE FIX  
Middle The coffee 
machine is built-in 
to the wall cabinets, 
maximising the space 
available on the worktop

GREY MATTERS 
Top right The oak 
cabinets are finished 
with a warm grey  
stain, accentuating the 
texture of the timber
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‘The earthy colour palette is natural, and designed 
to reflect the old stone of the building ’

ON DISPLAY 
The original built-in 
cupboard and shelves 
were restored and are 
now used to display old, 
coloured glass bottles, 
found underneath 
the floors during the 
restoration project


